Queensland Water Directorate (qldwater) e-flash

Information for Water Industry Managers and Practitioners in Queensland Local Government 

(Issue #72 – 25 January 2010)

1. Weir Safety Campaign
2. Free admission to Ozwater‘ 10 Trade Exhibition
3. Fluoridation Update

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Weir Safety Campaign

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Maintaining safety in and around weirs, particularly for young people is an issue for many Queensland Water Service Providers and Seqwater has recently launched a weir safety campaign to make young people aware of the dangers of swimming in fast flowing water and weirs.

 

Acknowledging the tragic drowning of 12 year old student, Brandi Allen, at the Caboolture weir in April last year, the campaign is based on educating young people to rethink their behaviour and prevent future drowning tragedies. Using the slogan, “No Lifeguards here” the campaign has been designed to highlight that weirs are not patrolled or supervised. It specifically targets teens and challenges them to rethink the dangers of swimming in weirs and fast flowing water. 

   
The campaign has been developed with input and support from Hannah’s Foundation, Australia’s leading drowning prevention, awareness and support group, Queensland Fire & Rescue, and Emergency Management Queensland (SES). 

The key messages of the campaign are:

· Swimming in weirs and fast flowing water is FATAL

· It only takes ankle deep water to knock you off your feet

· It only takes 60 seconds to drown, and

· It only takes one second to rethink your decision

In addition to a mix of print, outdoor and cinema advertising, a number of warning signs that illustrate how weirs turn into ‘drowning machines’ during flood time have also been installed at key weirs across the SEQ region.

This material has been generously made available for other regional water service providers in Queensland and we encourage all owners of weirs to reinforce their provision of information about the dangers of swimming in weirs and fast flowing water. The following information is available on the qldwater website.

· Media Release (Weir Safety FINAL MR.pdf)

· Poster (Water Safety poster_landscape Final.pdf)

· Example warning sign (Warning Signs.pdf)

· High resolution poster images (Seqwater water safety DL_9.pdf)

There is also an interesting You Tube video that includes the key messages and interviews with Caboolture State High School students. It can be accessed at Seqwater: Rethink It Campaign. For more information or for contacts of the designers of the program should you wish to use it locally, please contact Heather Gold (hgold@qldwater.com.au).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Free Admission to Ozwater ’10 Trade Exhibition

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Ozwater is Australia’s National Water Conference and Trade Exhibition being held at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre on March 8 – 10, 2010.

The Ozwater’10 Trade Exhibition is the largest showcase of water sector products, services and technology ever seen in the southern hemisphere featuring more than 200 national and international exhibitors. The AWA is encouraging broad attendance at the event for all water workers from any background and offering free admission.  All visitors to Ozwater’10 will receive a free and comprehensive water sector ‘Buyers Guide’.  Register online for your free admission at www.ozwater10.com.au/freevisitor. Further information is available on the qldwater website (see “Trade Invitation”).
In conjunction with the Trade Exhibition there will be an international, three-day, conference featuring eminent keynote speakers, workshops, platform papers, scientific posters and networking opportunities with industry leaders. This is usually a great opportunity to catch up on what is happening with the rest of the industry and colleagues from around the state and around the country.

More information on the conference and trade exhibition (including a list of all exhibitors) can be found at www.ozwater10.com.au
Contact details: 
Australian Water Association
PO Box 222, St Leonards, NSW, 2065
P: 02 9436 0055 
E: ozwater@awa.asn.au
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. Fluoridation Update

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In December 2007 (see e-Flash 27) the Queensland Premier announced that fluoridation of the majority of Queensland water supplies (namely those servicing populations greater than 1000) was to be mandatory and the Water Fluoridation Act 2008 came into effect on 5 December 2008. The installation of new fluoridation equipment in communities across Queensland is staged (for timetable, see http://www.health.qld.gov.au/fluoride/water_fluoridation.asp) with the majority of SEQ now being complete along with some parts of regional Queensland. During this time, qldwater has consistently sought to assist Water Service Providers in meeting the requirements of the new legislation, particularly in terms of coping with the ongoing operations and maintenance of fluoridation plants. This update provides background information, particularly for the service providers that have not yet commenced fluoridation.

Regulations and Code of Practice

Fluoridation is regulated  under the Water Fluoridation Act and the Water Fluoridation Regulation (http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/Acts_SLs/Acts_SL_W.htm). Of equal importance is the Water Fluoridation Code of Practice which was released in December 2008 (see e-Flash 51). Both of these documents had significant input from a state technical committee which included feedback from the water sector via the qldwater fluoridation technical group. The most recent version of the Code is available at http://www.health.qld.gov.au/ph/documents/ehu/fluoride_codepractice.pdf.  

Fluoridation Operations and Maintenance Manual

This Fluoridation manual was created in 2009 (see http://www.qldwater.com.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=161&Itemid=81) to update of the recent fluoridation chapter of the qldwater Water Treatment Plant Operations and Maintenance Manual which had been superceded by the new legislation. Many organisations and individuals contributed to the development of this manual, particularly DIP who provided funding towards development and printing costs but also the qldwater technical fluoridation committee (with thanks to Central Highlands, Dalby, Toowoomba, and Townsville water businesses as well as the Departments of Health, DIP, LGAQ, SEQWater and Wide Bay Water Corporation for providing the time of expert staff). 

Installation of Fluoridation Capacity across the State

The Department of Infrastructure and Planning (DIP) is the lead Agency for this project, and has established an Infrastructure Project Management Group (IPMG) which will assist Water Service Providers in implementing fluoridation in drinking water supplies servicing communities with populations over 1000. DIP formally advised all Councils of the process for the roll-out with a letter to all CEOs in November 2008. Two subsidies available to support fluoridation are also covered in this letter. They are a capital subsidy available to all councils and the ‘Smaller Communities Fluoridation Operating Grants Scheme’ for communities with fewer than 1700 residential connections. A copy of the letter can be accessed from the  www.qldwater.com.au (under Main Menu/Water Issues/Fluoridation) in the members-only website. Members must log in first to access the documents.

Further information has been circulated by the Infrastructure Project Management Group (IPMG) to water service providers that are next on the schedule for installation of fluoridation plant. This information folder has also been provided to other service providers on request. The IPMG is a consortium, consisting of Cardno and Beca, that has responsibilities to:

· establish and facilitate pre-qualified recommended supplier lists, 

· provide expert advice to water service providers, 

· provide technical advice to DLGSR on plant concept design approvals, 

· endorse initial subsidy applications and subsequent claims,  and 

· develop benchmark designs. 

The Queensland Regional Water Fluoridation Information Pack is available from the Infrastructure Project Management Group (IPMG) created to manage the state-wide roll-out of fluoridation.  The information pack provides advice to public potable water suppliers on: 

· The Queensland Fluoridation Capital Assistance Program

· Fluoridation technology and chemicals

· Suppliers and procurement

Hard copies of the information pack can be obtained by contacting the IPMG which can be reached at ipmg@cardno.com.au or by calling Paul Fozard, IPMG Project Manager on (07) 3369 9822. When requesting a copy of the information pack by email, please include your mailing address and phone number.

Further details on the roll-out can be obtained by contacting the IPMG directly (07 3369 9822 or email IPMG@cardno.com.au).

Fluoridation Training

A critical issue in the implementation of fluoridation in the training of staff. qldwater advocated strongly for development of an ongoing, accredited training  program for water industry staff rather than a one-off road show to up-skill current water workers. Only an ongoing training approach can address the issues of staff turn-over, unavailability of some staff for a single training event, portability/recognition of skills and the need for managers and other staff to also receive training/information. Through a three way MoU between DIP, TAFE Queensland and qldwater, an online and face-to-face training program was developed for water industry workers and has been successfully implemented in SEQ and major regional centres across the State both for water industry workers and for other water staff. Currently this program is subsidised by DIP, as part of the fluoride capital subsidy program so that two participants from each service provider can undertake the training free of charge. Additional participants are charged at a rate of $500 per head. Further information can be obtained by contacting Wide Bay TAFE on 1300 656 188.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au/ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
